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From your Pastor
Wow, we have made it through winter and
spring has blossomed into the picturesque
beauty that shows us the creativity of Jesus
filled with His blessing. We have been blessed
to live in such a diverse area where we have
many differences in the weather and examples
of life all around us if we take the time to stop
and smell the roses or appreciate Jesus’
creation. As many of you know I will be going on
parental leave. This will start June 9th and will
end August 24, I will back in the pulpit on
August 26th. During this time you will be
blessed with a number of different pastors and
worship leaders with different backgrounds and
experiences. I hope that you will receive them
with openness and grace. During my parental
leave I will be around except when we are away
camping. This benefit is provided by the
government and supplemented by the benefits
board that the Presbyterian Church in Canada
provides and that we pay into.
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their God given gift, or a message from Jesus for
a stranger who may become a new friend. We
all have a role to play but many of us do not
realize it or appreciate how important each of
us are in worship whether it is with our regular
worshiping community or the one that Jesus is
leading you to during your holidays.
From visiting different worshiping communities
to helping to grow in our community. As
followers of Jesus we are continually called to
grow in our relationship with Jesus and how we
share the blessings that we have received with
those around us. Are we willing to put ourselves
in a place of trusting a little bit more? When we
change how we see the world and the people in
it, we might start to see a clearer picture of
Jesus living amongst us. Opening ourselves up
to the struggles in the people around us,
pausing to listen, to cry, to allow hope to enter
the picture, and to invite people into a
supportive community where we walk together
breathing the life of God into His people. When
we live in this community atmosphere we are
not just living in an atmosphere of air but one of
the living love and grace of Jesus.

As we enter into summertime, summer
schedules, and holiday time away, I would
encourage each of us as we are away to find a
wonderful place to worship. Just because we
are away doesn’t mean that we need to pause
our love of Jesus, we can find a place to worship
Him in another town or city. One of the benefits
that I have found from going to a different place
of worship is that I am opened up to different
ways of worship, new songs or hymns, new
ideas, but also an appreciation for what we
have together. I would encourage each of us to
go where Jesus is leading us because from that
we will receive the message that Jesus is waiting
to give us. Over different times when I have
been away, I have gone to different
Presbyterian churches, Baptist churches,
Pentecostal churches, Anglican churches,
Charismatic churches, Christian Reformed
Churches, just to name a few. When we join in
worship it is not just about what we get out of
it, it is also what we bring, a voice to add to the
congregational worship, a heart filled with the
love of Jesus, a need that someone else can
help with giving them the opportunity to use

As some of you are reading this, the General
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in Canada
will be beginning on June 3rd in Waterloo at
Laurier University. We as a church body, or
denomination is in a time of struggle. Part of
the struggle is trying to figure out how to love
and live with people who are different from
ourselves. We are part of a very diverse
denomination with different ethnicities, a wider
range of theologies, and focuses on how we
interpret scripture. Before us is now we have
many issues that we are not all on the same
page, for some people how we see Jesus as Lord
and saviour, for others we argue about whether
the Bible is the authoritative word of God or
just a good book to read with some moral
teachings, human sexuality, gender identity, the
right to die, marijuana, whether churches that
want to leave the denomination get to keep
their buildings and their property, how we live
up to the high calling of following Jesus with our
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brothers and sisters not just in Canada but
around the world, and a few other pieces that
we need to work through. In all of the division
we are still called to ministry, to serve the
widow, orphan, and foreigner, or in more
modern terms the single parent, the lonely and
hurting, and the refugees. In our arguing how
do we love our neighbour as ourselves, or love
our enemy. How do we show our love for our
saviour Jesus by showing hatred when He calls
us to show our love by following His
commandments? Or how do we see being part
of the body of Christ as Paul talks about it 1
Corinthians 12:27 “All of you together are
Christ’s body, and each of you is a part of it.”
We can all have our positions but do we all have
a place to come to Jesus as we are: sinners,
broken, bruised, and hurting, coming to our
Lord and Redeemer, the one who came to us to
make us whole. Pray for healing from our
divisiveness as people, as a community of faith,
as the body of Christ. Pray for renewal of hope
and love, that we might live the love and grace
that we profess to know in Jesus. Pray that we
will live in the truth of Jesus Christ and not mold
it into our own version of what it means to be a
follower of Jesus. May we pray for a place to
hear from others and for a place for each to be
able to speak, in so doing that we may truly
seek the will of Jesus for His church and for all
of our lives.
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Board of Managers

The Board of Managers has been working to
keep our costs for maintenance down so far this
year. There is one project that has not yet been
decided on and that is the repair of the stairs
going down to the hall. The top step is not the
same height as the others and would need to be
adjusted. This would require taking the carpet
off and replacing it after repairs are made. That
estimate is $2000.00. So, for now, the “Watch
Your Step” signs are in place.
A Fire Inspection was done at the church this
spring and some corrections had to be made.
Some things are to be inspected by us on a
monthly basis now and Ed has made some
notifications around the church so take note
when you see them.
Again this year, kids from the Alternate School
based at St. John’s Parish came to help us with
our outside church clean up. Sure made things
easier. Great job everyone.
Respectfully, John Knox
Vacation Bible School
Are you looking for some activities for your
children during March break? Put us on your
calendar.... St Andrews hosts a March Break VBS
each year open to all children of the community
ages 4-11. We meet daily in the downstairs hall
of the church from 9:30 to 11:30. There are
games, crafts, music and stories from the Bible.
We also provide snacks and a drink. It is a time
for children to learn stories from the Bible and
grow a deeper relationship with our awesome
God, knowing that He is with us always. Would
love to see you there. Watch for more details in
the spring. For more info contact Ruth
McEachern at 226-445-2066 or the church
office at 519-848-3710.

If you are interested in following what is going
on at General Assembly, you can go to the PCC
website at www.presbyterian.ca and you should
be able to find a link to watch what is going on.
“I have given them the glory you gave me, so
they may be one as we are one. I am in them
and you are in me. May they experience such
perfect unity that the world will know that you
sent me and that you love them as much as you
love me…” John 17:22-23 NLT

Ephesians 6: 10-11 Finally, be strong in the
Lord and in the strength of His might. Put on
the whole armour of God, that you may be
able to stand against the schemes of the devil.

Respectfully, Pastor Edward Charlton

Respectfully, Ruth McEachern
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Sunday School
Afeina and I had the privilege of teaching the
younger class in our Sunday School. Saying
that, I believe that we teachers have learned
much from the kids. We started off with prayer,
which has continued throughout the year. We
had a good year. We carved pumpkins, made
owls for Thanksgiving then Manger scenes. We
all enjoyed our mock communion upstairs to
see Pastor Ed lead communion. Afeina and I
took part. The kids pretended with Goldfish
crackers and juice in fancy little glasses. We
read through the Apostle Creed beforehand.
We then continued with Lent followed by the
Easter Season, with the study of Moses as a
baby and ended with the Ten Commandments.
This lesson included float and sink water
activities, oil and water mix of the Red Sea, cell
phone to help remember the ten rules as well
as crafts. These last couple of weeks we
watched a Youtube video, Doo Dee Doo "Do
unto Otters ". It was the story about a Rabbit
whose neighbor Mrs. Grr had moved away and
her new neighbours were Otters. She had
reservations about otters. We had followed up
with the Golden Rule and how to treat others.
We have one more lesson from this story. We
have had some good times with stories, movies,
snacks, painting, colouring and crafts. Everyone
enjoys the music downstairs with the help of
Bonnie before class. Also, the instruments, sorry
if we are a little enthusiastic some mornings.
Thank you for giving us the privilege of teaching
this year. I feel we have all grown in our love of
Jesus.
Respectfully, Donna Jamieson
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We are finishing up with some videos on
courage and kindness.
It's been a pleasure to be with these kids
each Sunday getting to know them and having
them share little bits of their week with me. It's
also been interesting to hear their take on some
of things we've discussed.
I'd just like to say "well done" to them. You've
been awesome.
Thanks so much to Bonnie McIntosh for her
music ministry with the kids and the teachers.
Its a great upbeat way to kick-off our lessons
each week. She helps us to learn new songs,
explains the message behind them and gives us
actions that can be quite a workout sometimes!
Terrific job Bonnie!
We are again looking for volunteers for
summer Sunday school. If you are interested
there will be a sign up sheet available in the
lobby. We hope you will consider helping with
this ministry.
Submitted by Adele Small.
Music Ministry at St. Andrews:
Ps. 98:4 ESV "Make a joyful noise to the Lord all
the earth, break forth into joyful song & sing
praises. "
Thank you, EVERYONE, for the support shown
over the past 12 years of my volunteer music
ministry at St. Andrews. It seems like yesterday
that Pastor Brice invited me to serve the Lord in
this capacity.
Over the past 5 months the Praise Team has
been a mainstay, demonstrating special effort in
2018. Both instrumentalists & vocalists
participated at 4 Sunday services (Jan. 28, Mar.
11, Apr. 22, May 13); instrumentalists also
participated in 3 extra services (Feb. 25, Mar. 4,
18) Plans are underway to praise the Lord by
assisting with the Father's Day service on June
17 when Rev. Gary Stopps leads in worship.
Any suggestions you may have to enhance
our Sunday service music ministry are

Sunday School
It's been a busy year with the
older Sunday school class. They have completed
some interesting projects and have done a
marvelous job with them. We learned about
some of the heroes of the Bible, both men and
women, and then went right into the Easter
story. We followed Jesus' journey to the cross,
his victory over death and the coming of the
Holy Spirit.
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appreciated. Feel free to volunteer with your
instrument of choice or to solo/duet at any
time. Thanks are extended to Doug Wittie, who
soloed on Mother's Day & to the Sunday School
for their special Easter song to the tune of Jesus
Bids Us Shine. Feedback is important & serves
as an incentive to try something new.
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Calendar of Upcoming Events
June 3rd Communion and Church Family
Gathering
June 4th Women of St. Andrews Pot Luck Supper
June 10th Rev. Gary Stopps
Caressant Care Service
June 17th Rev. Gary Stopps
June 24th Rev. Gary Stopps
July 1st Pastor Melvin
Service Time Changes to 10:30am
July 2nd-6th SU Sports Camp
July 8th Pastor Melvin
July 9th-13th Community VBS at Pentecostal
Church
July 15th Mr. Jeremy Wardlaw
July 22th Mr. Jeremy Wardlaw
July 29th Session
Caressant Care Service
Aug. 5th Rev. Gary Stopps
Aug. 12th Rev. Don Prince
Aug. 19th Rev. Robert Spence
Aug. 26th Pastor Edward Charlton returns
Sept. 2 Labour day weekend
Service Time Changes to 11am
Sept. 30 Gordonville Anniversary Service
Oct. 7 Communion and Thanksgiving weekend

Submitted by Joyce McKee
Women of St Andrews
June 6 The Ladies of St. Andrew’s will be kept
busy providing a meal for 18 for the Circles
Program at 4:30 p.m. at the Arthur United
Church.
The Circles program helps people in poverty
become financially self-sufficient with the help
of a Circles Coach, Assistant Coach and Allies
(volunteers who are already successful with
work and education). The program started in
the Fall of 2015, providing all kinds of supports
to help individuals, one by one, get ahead and
stay ahead.
The Circles program really does work when
Community members get involved! Ally
volunteers are needed.
If you would like to learn more about Poverty
and Circles, there is a June 13th workshop and
training session at the Public Health Office in
Fergus beside the museum.
Starting September 5, 2018 St. Andrew’s
Presbyterian Church, Arthur is pleased to be
hosting the Circles program on
Wednesdays 4:30 – 7:30 p.m. in the lower hall.

Chicken BBQ dinner, Saturday June 30, Arthur
Community Centre, eat in or drive thru, 4-7
pm. Tickets $15 each only available until June
27. For each ticket the church sells they receive
$4. a great fund raiser! Put on by the churches
of Arthur & Lions Club.
Tickets available from Bonnie McIntosh or Cathy
More.

June 4 The Ladies of St. Andrew’s are having a
“Wind Up until Fall “ Pot Luck supper 6:00
p.m. at the church .
Please join us if you are able.
When all fear of frost is over approx. 2nd week
of June the annuals in the front flower bed will
be planted.
TX Faye
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SPORTS CAMP – 23rd edition – July 2 – 6, 2018
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almost as much as they love the Master they
serve.
Wondering how you can be involved in this
amazing ministry? Many ways are open to you.
1)

Pray – for kids, for volunteers, for
leaders, for good weather, for God to
join us
each and every day, to keep everyone
safe and healthy.

2) Bake cookies – Our church ladies, along
with Gordonville ladies, are providing
lunch on Tuesday, July 3 for all the
campers and leaders. They would
appreciate if people would bake a
dozen or two cookies for that day.
Contact Cathy or Kay if you are able to
help out with this.

Plans are well underway for the 23rd edition of
the Arthur SU Sportz Camp that our church
plays host to each July.
Ethel McEwen has the meals lined up for us
each day, and Cathy More has registration
forms mailed out to all those that attended last
year, and a few more that should also be there.

3) Invite your children, grandchildren and
neighbours to attend the camp – or to
volunteer (15 or older). The camp is
always a positive and lively
environment.

Last year was our record with 96 children. How
many will God give us this year?
Once again it will be a lively camp with children
from 6 – 14 rotating between three different
sports, as well as some games with all children
involved in the same event.

4) Come and visit the camp – any day
from 9 – 3. There is no better feeling
than watching kids have fun, and
learning about Jesus at the same time!

Throughout the day the sports are interspersed
with devotions, testimonies, and songs led by
Helena.

Thank you for all the support you have given us
in the past, and that we hope you will continue
to give us in the future.

University athletes are hired by Scripture Union
Canada (SU), trained by the staff in Pickering,
and then sent out to approximately 30 centres
in Ontario to run the camps over the summer.
Each camp is 1 week in duration. All camp staff
are billeted in a local home. We have always
been blessed with strong leaders who love kids

Laird More, camp coordinator
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