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From Your Pastor
Summer is coming to a close, which means the busyness of fall is
coming. With September comes the beginning of another school year. For
some it is a whole new experience of new routines, strange old routines that
you haven’t had to worry about for a while, and for others it is a totally new
experience that you will find and explore as it unfolds before you. Whatever
your coming experience is, remember as the Psalmist does in Psalm 31:21, that
the LORD shows His unfailing love and gives us safety even when under
attack, whether that is a physical, emotional, psychological, or spiritual
attack. Also remember that whatever you are facing you are not alone, Jesus is
with you and you are part of a community that cares for you and will support you.
General Assembly
This past June Laird More and myself had the privilege of
representing our pastoral charge at General Assembly. For those who do not
know what this is, it is the gathering of representatives from each Presbytery
across Canada. One thing that was reinforced for me was the many different
cultures that make up our denomination and on top of that we can see the
many different theological perspectives that also make up the Presbyterian
Church in Canada.
Our current moderator of General
Assembly, the only position that still has a
responsibility from this General Assembly,
other than the clerk who have a full time job
doing their job from year to year, is Rev.
Peter Bush. Rev. Bush has a passion for history and at the
beginning of each sedurent, (meeting) he would give us a
history lesson which I found to be a good add on to the
meeting. We heard about many different ministries that are happening across the
country. Some of them are innovative ways of engaging people with disabilities and helping
them to have a place serving people in the community.
One of the guest speakers was “Dr. Cindy Blackstock is Executive Director
of the First Nations Child and Family Caring Society of Canada. As the
recipient of the 2017 E.H. Johnson Memorial Fund Committee Award, she
presented a powerful and moving address to General Assembly.” If you
would be interested in hearing her address to the GA you can go to
http://presbyterian.ca/gao/ga2017/ and it will be down the page.
Throughout the few days that we were there we were dealing with
many different reports from topics on doctor assisted suicide, changes to
our Book of Forms, graceful dismissal and many different reports on
sexuality. This took up a great deal of our thought and time. In this last
topic we saw how divided we are on issues of sexuality, of the authority of
scripture, and linguistically divided. When reports are printed, for the most part they are printed
in English and French, however within our denomination we have a number of different
language groups that are represented, some of them of a fairly large size and these reports that
we are talking about, and making decisions on are not in their language. This became very
clear as the discussion on sexuality grew and the different ethnic churches talked about how this
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issue was not on their radar, and two, the amount of time to translate all of these different
documents, was incredibly time consuming. The main issues are homosexuality and whether
or not we should be blessing and officiating at the civil services and or calling them a marriage,
ordination of someone who is in a homosexual relationship and not celibate. This discussion
was very heart felt and brought a lot of feelings forward and after the vote was taken, and it was
passed to put the recommendations to make any changes in this area on hold, the tension in the
room was thick. The following morning the Moderator apologized for not stepping in and
stopping things before hurt was caused, but he also invited everyone to go to the people that
had hurt them and seek reconciliation.
We were also given a report on transgender and intersex people. The General Assembly
did instruct the Moderator to write an apology to the LGBTQ community and a listening group
was set up to hear how the church has hurt people from this community.
We are still one denomination but we are together trying to figure out where Jesus is
leading us from here. For some it is very clear that change needs to happen, but for others it is
very clear that the change that people want is a change that goes against God’s word.
Upcoming
In October, we will be having our Anniversary Service and Memorial Plaque Dedication.
We are combining the two services because as we celebrate the ministry that Jesus has blessed
us with throughout the years, these people who we remember who went to be with our Lord
Jesus the previous year are part of that ministry.
Coming up in September the Wednesday morning Bible study will be resuming on
September 20th. We will be looking at different Biblical terms and seeing how they are used in
the Bible and how we use them in our world today.
I am hoping to try an online Bible study. I am still working out
some of the bugs. The idea is to be able to work through the study
through the week when people are available to contribute to the
discussion. The first study if I can get everything to work will be a
study by Judah Smith called “How’s Your Soul” . This will be a
video study. It is connected to his book by the same name if you
are interested in reading it also.
Also starting in September will be a
new message series called Confused? With
all the different changes happening in the world
today it can get confusing. This series will look at some of the root causes
and how we as Christians can respond to them. Part of the problem we face
is how do we allow God’s Word to speak into our ever changing world.
As we journey through life remember that we are part of the body of
Jesus, we work together and care for each other as Jesus cares for us.
5 “I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear
much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.6If you do not remain in me, you are like a branch
that is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and
burned.7If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be
done for you.8This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be
my disciples. John 15:5-8
Submitted by:
Pastor Edward Charlton
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Sports Camp
This year we had another great week of sports, fun, food, music, and of course Jesus.
We were thankful for another great team of coaches and volunteers to help minister to the 95
campers that we had. None of this would be possible without all the organization of Cathy and
Laird, thank-you for your hard work and faithfulness. And a special thank you to all the people
who supported the various churches in the area as they prepared lunch for the campers,
volunteers and coaches throughout the week, they were great. We were also treated each day
to music, arranged by Helena with Jack and Morgan as her praise band. This added a special
dimension to each day.
This year we had a special treat, we had bubble soccer. The campers loved the fact that
they could run at each other and bounce off each other without getting into trouble.
It was another great week to see the seeds of the gospel being planted, watered and
bearing fruit. Thank-you to everyone for your continued support for this successful ministry.
Community Vacation Bible School
This year’s theme for vbs was Cave Quest. Each day through the second week of July,
we explored how Jesus is the light of the world. Each day we learnt about Jesus and His word
through songs, crafts, games, stories, and food. We had helpers from various churches helping
to show the love of Jesus to 70 kids. Thank-you to all the volunteers, parents, and kids, for a
wonderful week. Thank-you also to Arthur Pentecostal Assembly for hosting this event. Thankyou Jesus for all You have done for us, for all you are doing, for all you will do, and most of all
for Your love and grace.
Its Turkey Supper Time!
Once again we will be holding our Annual Turkey Supper; as this is our major
congregational fundraiser, we hope we may count on your support. The supper will be served on
Wed., Oct. 18 at the Arthur Community Centre. There will be a work bee on Tues.,Oct 17 at the
community centre at 1 p.m. for preparation of potatoes & turnip, so bring your peeling tools &
join in the fun. Some members have graciously contributed to the cost of the turkeys and if you
wish to do so, we sincerely appreciate your support. In early October a telephone committee will
request your help to bake pies & donate a couple of hours of your time to the endeavour. If you
do not receive a call please contact Cathy More 519-848-3516 or Joyce McKee 519-8482215. Prices: Adults $15; children 7+ $7; age 6 and under, free
Thank you for your support. The Turkey Supper Committee
Operation Christmas Child
We will again be packing and collecting shoeboxes for
Operation Christmas Child. This is one way that we as
individuals and a community can work together to give to
people around the world. We are very blessed here in
Canada, and Jesus calls us to share His love and
blessing with others, both near us and around the world.
You can start collecting now and we will have more
information for you in the coming weeks. Thank-you for
your help and support.
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Important dates
Sept 3rd Congregational Meeting for Arthur
Sept.10th Sunday School fall schedule starts
Sept 24th Gordonville Anniversary Service No Service at Arthur
Oct. Youth Group will be starting up again near the beginning of the month
Oct. 1st Communion
Oct. 17th Turkey Supper
Oct. 22nd Arthur Anniversary Service and Memorial plaque dedication
Dec. 3rd Beginning of Advent and Communion
Dec. 24th Communion and Christmas Eve Service

